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The WCB has a wide range of health and safety information. For copies of this poster or other health and safety
related literature and videos contact: WCB Publications and Videos Section by calling 604 276-3068 or toll-free
within BC 1 800 661-2112, or email your request to pubvid@wcb.bc.ca. For assistance and information on workplace
health and safety, call toll-free within BC 1 888 621-SAFE (7233) or visit our web site at www.worksafebc.com.

Excavator boom drops, killing operator
A hooktender was moving an excavator to a new location, with the boom raised. As he approached a tall sapling, he
leaned out the boom side window, from which the glass had been removed. He inadvertently activated the control lever
that triggers the boom to drop down. The worker’s head was crushed between the cab and the main lift cylinder.

Safe work practices:

• Keep all safeguards on equipment in place. Never remove the side window of an excavator, because it protects the
operator from a shear hazard.

• Wear a seat belt when operating an excavator.
• Ensure that new workers receive adequate instruction in the safe performance of their tasks, including the following:

– Hazard recognition
– Equipment inspection
– Use of seat belts
– Who the worker should report hazards to


